Kapadia Education Foundation

Our Philosophy

The philosophy behind this foundation is threefold:

1) That higher education is an invaluable benefit to any worthy student, his family and his community;

2) That any person who has ever been helped by the gift of a stranger is a potential sponsor or mentor, and that every student benefiting from this program is a potential future sponsor or mentor, whether through this foundation or through any other act;

3) That the concept of ‘paying-it-forward’ is a necessary part of sustainable human kindness and spirit.

About the Foundation

Kapadia Education Foundation (KEF) is a philanthropic organization, founded for the purpose of helping underprivileged students in underdeveloped countries obtain a secular college education in their home countries through direct involvement between a sponsor/mentor and a student. Assistance is provided only to students attending academically accredited institutions and following a course of studies leading to a specified professional, scientific, or technical career. KEF does not support religious or political studies.

100% of all financial contributions from each sponsor will go towards the direct expenses of tuition, room, board and educational supplies for the sponsor’s student. It is expected that annual costs of sponsoring a student will be under $500. 

Sponsorship contributions will be limited to either $500 per year, or full tuition, room, board and educational supplies, whichever is less. Sponsorship contributions shall have the following restrictions for the college student:

1) The student must prove that he/she is worthy of sponsorship (be a Qualifying Student Candidate); see Application Form for Student Candidate
2) The student must go to college in his/her home country

3) Sponsorship contributions will be made directly to the college wherever possible

4) In order to continue to receive funding for subsequent years, the student’s college must prove that the student has successfully completed the currently funded year.

All incidental and non-college related expenses such as travel to and from the college, clothes, spending money and other such non-essential expenses shall be borne by the student or his/her family.

Information Regarding Tax-Deductions for Contributions
While it is clear that neither the Foundation nor Pradeep Kapadia intend to make any profit from this venture, to keep administrative costs low, the Foundation will not be registered as a non-profit organization under federal 501c(3) guidelines. This means that contributions to the Foundation will not be tax-deductible. Since the Foundation will not accept any contributions (all start-up and administrative costs will be funded by Pradeep Kapadia), the only contributions made will be by sponsors directly to the sponsored student or his/her educational institution. The Foundation will assist the sponsor in getting funds to the student or his/her educational institution by providing critical information such as exchange rates, bank check or money order transfer and routing data, and confirmation of receipt of funds by the recipient. This separation of administrative funds and educational funds is important to the integrity of the Foundation, and will ensure that 100% of all funds contributed by sponsors will benefit only the student candidate.


Our Program

Personal Contact

Our program is based on frequent personal communication between student and sponsor. Each student candidate pledges to write or email their sponsor at least once per month during their college career. The sponsor gets the satisfaction of following their sponsored student's progress and growth. Case studies of some of our successful students illustrate how our program works.

Operation and Administration
The foundation was created to initiate and administer the financial and personal support between sponsor and candidate in the following ways:

1) Find needy students in underdeveloped countries, and generate a database of potential student candidates;

2) Find financial sponsors and mentors willing to support student candidates through direct, one-on-one contact;

3) Initiate, encourage and otherwise support each sponsor/student candidate relationship through the entire period of sponsorship until graduation;

4) Follow up with each successful graduate and encourage him or her to become a sponsor or mentor to future student candidates in his or her home country.

How to Apply

The application process involves a form to be filled out both by the candidate student and by the responsible college or university administrator.

The student also pledges that all financial assistance will go toward tuition and related expenses, that they will send monthly progress reports to their sponsor, and that upon graduation they will help find other potential student candidates.

Upon completion, the forms and pledge should be returned to the Kapadia Education Foundation for processing.

